[Prevention in pediatrics].
Recent achievements in clinical research and progress in molecular biology and genetics have opened new perspectives in maintaining health and preventing disease. Due to its specialty, paediatrics may be particularly effective in utilizing these possibilities. Modern therapeutic procedures may themselves be preventive, in so far as they can ward off complications and late sequelae. In addition to application of new methods, physicians and district nurses dealing with children should go on with unchanged thoroughness in their traditionally successful preventive measures, such as infant care, vaccination, vitamin D prophylaxis, and others. Since health state of infancy and childhood have a significant influence on the quality of life in adulthood, support of paediatric health care and promoting a favourable social background for preventive activities will certainly have long-term advantages.